
Senator Tom Begich 
 

Senator Dennis Egan 
 

Senator Donny Olson 

Senator Berta Gardner 
Senate Democratic Leader 
 
Senator Bill Wielechowski 

ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE 

 

  Alaska Senate Democrats 

www.AKSenateDems.com 

 

June 30, 2017 

Dear Lt. Governor Mallott,  

We write to you today with some concern regarding a letter sent to your office recently by the 
Vice Chair of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Inquiry (“Commission”). We 
have analyzed the letter and we are already receiving emails and calls from constituents who 
have concerns and we would like to share them with you here in an effort to more fully 
understand the impact on Alaskans’ private data.  

 On June 28th, national media began reporting that a letter was sent to all fifty states asking, on 
behalf of the Commission, that certain private data about its citizens be shared with the 
Commission. Specifically, the letter asks that state election officials turn over voter rolls with the 
name, date of birth, party affiliation, previous elections activity since 2006, and the last four 
digits of every Alaskan voter’s social security number. The letter goes on to say that the 
information will be used to “fully analyze the vulnerabilities and issues related to voter 
registration and voting.” Our first question is whether you have received this request? Do you 
intend to comply?   

On the issue of privacy, we have concerns that the sharing of Alaskans’ data, down to the social 
security number level, violates the state right to privacy granted under the Alaska Constitution. 
Public information extends as far as name, mailing address, party, and voting history which can 
be accessed by any member of the public with payment of a small fee. Private information, 
though, such as Alaskans’ dates of birth and social security numbers, should be protected with 
the utmost care.   

In the modern world of technology and electronic election interference, we believe it is important 
to look beyond the surface at simply what information is being requested, but also, what will be 
done with it once it is handed over. Numerous studies have pointed to the decentralization of the 
country’s elections systems as a benefit to security. If the Commission succeeds in forcing states 
to hand over their private voting data, the federal government will preside over an unprecedented 
collection of Americans’ data, centralizing it all in one place.   

Once this centralization of information occurs, Alaskans have no way of knowing how their 
information will be secured. The massive amount of information being requested from state 
elections officials is a published FTP site, with the address spelled out in the letter. The deadline 
to submit information is in two weeks. How do you intend to ensure that Alaskans’ data, should 
it be handed over, is protected and will not be taken from this database? What assurances have 
you received from the Commission on this question? 



 
We take the security of Alaskans’ data and the security of our elections very seriously. We took 
an oath to a constitution that explicitly grants Alaskans the right to privacy. We fail to see how 
the sharing of this information with a first-of-its-kind nationwide database meets that standard. 
Further, we have grave concerns over how this information will be secured and eventually used. 
Summarily, we request that you advise on the following: 

• Whether you have received a request from the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election 
Integrity 

• The advice you have received internally or from the Commission that Alaskans data will be 
protected 

• The advice you have received from the Department of Law on what protections Alaskans are 
afforded with their election information. 

In light of these pressing concerns regarding security and use of Alaskans’ private data, we 
strongly urge you to decline to share this information. More than 18 states, as of the writing of 
this letter, have announced their opposition to the Commission’s request, and many of these 
states lack the constitutional right to privacy enjoyed by Alaskans.  

We look forward to your timely response considering elections officials are being asked to hand 
over this information by July 14th.  

Sincerely,  

      
Senator Berta Gardner         Senator Tom Begich          Senator Dennis Egan 
 

         
Senator Donny Olson   Senator Bill Wielechowski 


