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    31ST ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
August 28, 2020 
 
The Honorable Kevin Meyer 
Lt. Governor of Alaska 
P.O. Box 110015 
Juneau, AK 99801 
   
Dear Lieutenant Governor Meyer, 
 
Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, Alaska saw a record number of voters utilizing an absentee 
ballot in the August 18, 2020, primary election. This trend will likely continue into the fall as there have 
already been over 60,000 absentee ballot requests for the November 3, 2020 election. For these reasons, 
we urge you to deploy additional secure ballot drop box locations throughout the Municipality of 
Anchorage (MOA) at the same locations available during municipal elections.  
 
Anchorage voters have been given two options for returning their absentee ballots. Voters can mail their 
absentee ballots to the Division of Elections, or drop their absentee ballots off at the Division of 
Elections office located at 2525 Gambell Street.  
 
It has been reported that the United States Postal Service will begin experiencing delays in mail service 
due to a cutback in its workforce and in sorting machines. The only way to ensure that Anchorage voters 
can successfully submit their votes to arrive on time is by adding additional secure drop boxes 
throughout the MOA. With the possibility of more significant changes coming to the USPS in Alaska, 
we must guarantee that Alaskans will have the peace of mind that their ballots will be counted and 
postmarked correctly if submitted by the November 3, 2020 deadline.  
 
The State is currently borrowing four secure ballot boxes from the MOA but has only deployed a single 
drop box within the MOA, which has a population of over 300,000 Alaskans. Many people in our 
districts and throughout Alaska do not own a vehicle and cannot easily access the current drop box 
deployed by the Division of Elections. Sufficient drop box locations will also enable voters without 
postage resources to easily submit their ballots. Our understanding from the Municipality of Anchorage 
is that the State is welcome to use the additional drop boxes the Municipality has on hand, and only 
needs to ask. So, we are requesting that you ask. 
 
Adding additional drop box locations will reduce confusion and allow voters in the Municipality to 
submit their absentee ballots at locations they are already accustomed to utilizing for municipal 
elections. In 2020, the Municipality of Anchorage operated 18 secure ballot drop locations throughout 
Anchorage, Eagle River, Chugiak, and Girdwood. Voter turnout was just over 30 percent, and according 
to the MOA, over 34,000 people (nearly half of all voters) chose to drop their ballots off at secure 
locations throughout the Municipality. 
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Thank you for your consideration in this urgent matter. Please do everything within your authority to 
ensure that all Alaskans can easily, safely, and securely exercise their constitutional right to participate 
in the 2020 general election. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
  

Senator Bill Wielechowski  

 

 

Senator Tom Begich Senator Elvi Gray-Jackson 

 

 

Representative Matt Claman Representative Harriet Drummond 

 

 

Representative Zac Fields Representative Andy Josephson 
  

Representative Geran Tarr Representative Chris Tuck 

  

Representative Ivy Spohnholz  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


