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August 30, 2017  

Honorable Senator Lisa Murkowski  Honorable Senator Dan Sullivan  
522 Hart Senate Office Building  702 Hart Senate Office Building  
Washington, DC 20510  Washington, DC 20510  
 
Honorable Representative Don Young  
2314 Rayburn House Office Building  
Washington, DC 20515  
 
Dear Senators Murkowski and Sullivan, and Representative Young,  
 
We write to you today as patriotic Americans, greatly dismayed by the events in Charlottesville. We are  
at a critical juncture in our nation’s history and it is incumbent upon each of us to denounce in the  
strongest language possible the vitriolic rhetoric and hateful actions of those groups who wish to tear our 
country apart.  
 
We, members of the Alaska State Senate, ask you to immediately request that Senator Grassley and 
Representative Goodlatte call for a Joint House and Senate Judiciary Committee Hearing to investigate the 
heinous events that occurred in Charlottesville. It is imperative that we take action to assure our country that 
we will not accept racism, anti-Semitism, or bigotry in this country. We have fought a World War, and a 
Civil War to keep to the principles of our nation, that everyone is created equal and deserves liberty and 
justice under our flag.  
 
We have heard from our constituents around the State asking where we stand. Denouncing hateful speech is 
important, but in this case, it does not go far enough. A life has been lost, grievous injuries suffered, and the 
hate groups behind that violence have vowed that they are just getting started. We owe it to our constituents 
to investigate the risk associated with racist extremists and assure them there are no two sides to this issue. 
They deserve tangible action, not just passionate words.  
 
The Joint Hearing should investigate the events in Charlottesville, the broader threat from hate crimes, what 
we are doing to police violent extremists, and how we are supporting our local law enforcement which bears 
the burden of protecting our citizens.  
 
We here in Alaska strive to be on the right side of history. We have not always done so, and in our history, 
we have sometimes fallen short. Through generations of struggle against racist policies and actions that were 
designed to marginalize our Native communities, African Americans, and anyone viewed as “different,” we 
have emerged as a better, stronger, more inclusive place. Our largest city, Anchorage, boasts the most  
diverse high school in the United States, with 3 others in the top 10. The Southern Poverty Law Center 
shows that the number of hate groups in Alaska is zero. Our strength comes from the richness of our  
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diversity, as is true everywhere. Despite all this, we still have much to do, and we work every day to  
become better, and more just. In the same way we have fought in Alaska to bring our state together,  
we must bring the country together.  

 
We cannot fall down on this work. Education is power, and we must glean as much information and 
understanding as possible from these horrific events to ensure that they never happen again in our  
great nation.  
 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
 
Sen. Berta Gardner    Sen. Tom Begich        Sen. Dennis Egan  
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