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Senator Berta Gardner 
Senate Democratic Leader 

Senator Bill Wielechowski 

Lieutenant Governor Byron Mallott 
State of Alaska  
240 Main Street 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 

Dear Lieutenant Governor Mallott, 

We write to you today with great concern over the effects of climate change on Alaska.  We have the 

opportunity and the responsibility to take a front seat in the global fight against climate change.  To that 

end, we urge you to reconstitute the Alaska Climate Working Group and to join the United States 

Climate Alliance.  We are delighted by your appointment of Nikoosh Carlo as Special Advisor for 

Climate and hope that this signals greater attention by your administration to this vital issue.   

In Alaska, climate change already threatens our way of life.  From erosion of coastal communities, to 

changing fisheries and ocean acidification, to increased travel through previously frozen Arctic Ocean 

passages, the impacts of climate change pose some of the greatest challenges and opportunities of our 

generation.  By demonstrating climate leadership, we will signal to the world that we are prepared to 

meet these challenges while protecting our communities and citizens most at risk.   

The U.S. Climate Alliance is a bipartisan, multi-state forum launched with the goal of understanding and 

addressing climate change by sharing resources and best practices.  Governors from 13 states including 

Hawaii, Washington, Colorado, and Vermont have joined this group to show their commitment to 

reducing greenhouse gas emissions.  Furthermore, with our deep ties to the oil and gas industry, we 

would offer a unique perspective that would strengthen the Alliance.  It is the intention of the Alliance to 

develop working groups to tackle challenges and promote financing of climate-friendly infrastructure.  

Alliance States commit to meeting their share of greenhouse gas emissions as defined under the Paris 

Accord, something Alaska was already well on its way to accomplishing.    

Alaskans know all too well climate change is happening.  We must continue to be an intellectual leader 

for research on the changing climate, and a laboratory for technologies that may someday protect 

communities all over the globe.  We encourage you and Governor Walker to take the steps necessary to 

show the world, from green investors, to scientists, to those inspired by our natural beauty, that Alaska 

will have a seat at the table.  

Sincerely, 

Sen. Berta Gardner Sen. Tom Begich      Sen. Dennis Egan 

Sen. Donny Olson Sen. Bill Wielechowski 

Senator Tom Begich 

Senator Dennis Egan 

Senator Donny Olson 


