
SEPTEMBER 2019

Legislative
Report
TO THE 
PEOPLE OF 
DISTRICT 19

THIRTY-FIRST ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE
Proudly Serving Mountain View, Airport Heights & Russian Jack

T his was a hard year.  It was hard for every Alaskan because even 
though we have di� erent ideas about how to address the challenges 
we are facing, we all want a bright future in the home we love.  That 

was demonstrated again and again by thousands of Alaskans across the 
state over many months.  The tremendous outpouring of Alaskans with a 
diversity of views was outstanding.  That was the silver lining to what we 
would otherwise characterize as an unproductive and unnecessary upheaval 
on the part of the Governor.  Alaskans spoke up in unprecedented numbers 
in support of essential public services. We heard loudly from business and 
banking leaders that implored legislators to be fi scally responsible, warning 
us that the Governor’s proposed budget cuts would harm our economy 
and send us back into a recession. In fact, the Governor’s budget proposals 
would make the state less a� ractive for doing business. With your voice, we 
as legislators stood together to represent you and fi ght the Governor’s vision 
of an Alaska that would force thousands out of state. 

Looking at the budget, the House and Senate worked closely 
together in a strong bipartisan fashion to produce the smallest budget 
in 15 years with $190 million in real cuts.  These cuts were di�  cult to 
make because the state has already seen deep cuts now fi ve years in a row, 
asking public servants to do more to serve Alaskans with fewer resources.  
The Legislature made cuts that wouldn’t result in signifi cant job losses.  
Economists tell us that for every $100 million in cuts, 1,000 jobs are lost in 
the public and private sectors.  
 The state budget is a blueprint for our vision of what we want the 
state to look like. While we share disappointment for some of the Governor’s 
vetoes that could not be reversed, we have hope that a tri-partisan majority 
of our Legislature shares a vision of Alaska with a stable economy. That 
vision includes safe neighborhoods, quality schools for all children, 
higher education to build our workforce, accessible health care, and 
reliable transportation. 

Sadly, as we write this, the full impacts of the budget decisions by 
Governor Dunleavy are unknown, although we do know they are causing 
some of our best and brightest professionals to consider opportunities 
elsewhere.  Medicaid cuts, for example, could result in providers no longer 
taking Medicaid patients, e� ectively eliminating access to health care for 
our neighbors.  These things will happen over weeks and months as these 
budget cuts are fully realized.  Or how about the multi-year instability for 
educators?  Enough is enough.  We need a long-term solution.  We need it 
now! 
 It is our honor to work as hard as we can for you.  Please see inside 
for more information on bills we worked on and passed this year, including 
extending the Suicide Prevention Council, the next phase of Rape Kit 
Reform, Pre-Kindergarten programs, and rental insurance for crime victims.
 This fall we look forward to visiting with you at neighborhood events, 
community council meetings, and our constituent meeting on Saturday, 
October 12, Noon – 2pm at Clark Middle School. Please see the back page 
for details! And feel free to reach out to us via email, phone, mail, or social 
media any time.
Yours in community,

SENATOR 
TOM BEGICH

REPRESENTATIVE 
GERAN TARR

ALASKANS, 
YOU MADE 
ALL THE 
DIFFERENCE! 
Your advocacy, voice, 
and public engagement
forced the Legislature
to restore funding, 
and forced the Governor 
not to veto. Public 
engagement worked!

Senator Tom Begich                 Representative Geran Tarr
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SENATOR TOM BEGICH

State Budget Updates
The budget the Legislature sent the Governor in June was a reduction 
of $190 million from last year’s operating budget – the smallest 
budget in 15 years. Unfortunately, the Governor vetoed $444 million 
on top of those drastic cuts the Legislature carefully considered. The 
Legislature then passed a bill that restored approximately three-
quarters of those services. Here is a snapshot of some of the major 
vetoes that were and were not funded in both the operating and 
capital budgets.

Vetoed Services the Legislature 
Restored (HB 2001 AND SB 2002), 
WHICH WILL BE FUNDED THIS YEAR:
• $21 million Senior Benefi ts Program Payments for 

low-income seniors
• $8 million Parents as Teachers, Head Start, Best Beginnings, 

and Early Childhood Education Grants 
• $3 million Alaska State Council on the Arts 
• $2.2 million Human Services and Community Initiative 

Grants 
• $1.5 million Agriculture programs  
• $760,000 Alaska Legal Services Grants – provides free legal 

help to low-income individuals 

Services the Governor Vetoed Twice  
(NOT CURRENTLY FUNDED):
• $50 million Medicaid Funds 
• $27 million Adult Dental Medicaid 
• $10 million Addiction Treatment Facilities
• $6.1 million Behavioral Health Treatment and Recovery 

Grants
• $5 million Weatherization programs to help reduce your 

energy costs at home
• $3.6 million Homeless Assistance Programs
• $2.7 million Alaska Public Radio & Television
• $500,000 Department of Law Positions to help with victim 

services 
• $330,000 Courts as a penalty for ruling on constitutionality 

of abortion services 
• $5,000 Mountain View Clean Up

While the budget took much of our time 
this year, here are updates on the two 
bills I am carrying through 2020 that I am 
proud to sponsor:

SENATE BILL 6: 
Alaska Early Education Program
Many studies fi nd that for every $1 in public 
investment in early education, the state can 
save $7 in long-term government expense 
on public assistance, criminal justice and 
more. This year, I introduced SB 6 to off er 
school districts the opportunity to develop 
quality early education programs that are 
culturally appropriate and tailored to their 
students. The model includes 3-year grants 
much like our current system. It would 
slowly build early education capacity into 
school districts that currently experience 
low performance. This year, a working 
group was founded to dig deeper into the 
concept of this bill, and I am hopeful SB 6 
will pass in 2020. 

SENATE BILL 106: 
Homeowner and Renter Insurance 
for Crime Victims
This year, I introduced SB 106 to ensure 
that Alaskans are not penalized by their 
insurance company for fi ling claims if 
they fall victim to a home robbery. The bill 
would restrict insurance companies from 
being able to cancel an insurance policy if 
a claim is fi led. My bill passed the Senate 
unanimously with a vote of 20 to 0 in May 
and will be heard in the State House aft er 
the next regular session begins in January 
2020.

BILL HIGHLIGHTS

Senator Begich talking to Senate President Giessel.
Senator Begich asking UA President Johnsen 
questions in the Senate Education Commi� ee. 

Senator Begich speaking with the 
Senate Democratic Caucus.
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REPRESENTATIVE GERAN TARR 

RAPE KIT REFORM: 
BRINGING JUSTICE TO VICTIMS 
& IMPROVING SAFETY  

Rape Kit Reform is about gett ing dangerous criminals 
off  our streets.  As I write this, there are news reports 
of the arrest of a man for a 2001 rape found by using 
DNA from a recently tested rape kit.  I began working 
on Rape Kit Reform in 2014 because I learned how 
powerful this tool could be in fi nding and arresting 
sexual assaulters. Over these last several years we 
have made progress every year in fundamentally 
overhauling the way we process rape kits ensuring that now all rape kits 
are tested.  
This year, the next phase of reforms passed including establishing a victim 
centered approach that gives a predictable timeline for the process by 
requiring all rape kits be sent to the crime lab within thirty days, all rape 
kits must be tested within one year, and that individuals must be notifi ed 
when the results of the tests have been received by law enforcement.  Just 
a couple of years ago, it was taking two years or more to get a rape kit 
tested.  Our reforms have created a predictable process that demonstrates 
to survivors that their safety is a priority to the state.  
Next step in the reforms is reducing the wait time for testing.  Stay tuned as 
we continue this important work! 

I was excited to work with legislators in Oregon and Washington 
to collaborate in recognizing the International Year of the Salmon 
and calling for more collaboration on sustaining healthy salmon 
populations along the west coast. This unique collaboration 
demonstrated that we can work across state lines to protect our 
important environmental resources.  

I was proud to carry the legislation 
to extend the Council and ensure 
the continuation of the important 
prevention work being done in schools 
statewide. We know that reducing the 
stigma around talking about mental 
health and seeking mental health 
services is key to our prevention eff orts.  
If you or anyone you know is in need 
of services, please call the Careline at 
1-877-266-HELP. 

INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF THE 
SALMON RECOGNIZED 

STATEWIDE SUICIDE 
PREVENTION COUNCIL 
EXTENDED TO 2027

Rep. Tarr with Mountain View neighbor & Hmong 
Veteran Mr. Pasert Lee. Mr. Lee and other Hmong 
Veterans have waited over 40 years for recognition. 
Last year a bill Rep. Tarr passed authorized Veterans 
drivers licenses and ID cards for qualifying Veterans. 
Here Mr. Lee shows his o� ! 

Rep. Tarr and colleagues on the Capitol steps for the 
annual Go Blue Rally to raise awareness and work to 
end child abuse in Alaska. 

2014  Launch Rape Kit Reform Initiative
2015 Introduce HB 117, requiring a statewide audit of all untested rape 

kits, legislative hearings lead to request for audit of the crime lab 
2016 Continued working with crime lab staff  and public safety offi  cials 

on reforms like instituting a tracking system for all rape kits
2017 Reforms pass requiring statewide audit of untested kits (SB 55)
2018 Reforms pass establishing law enforcement and anonymous 

reports for victim centered approach, require law enforcement to 
have training on sexual assault response, require audit on untested 
kits to be annual (HB 31)

2019 Reforms pass requiring timely testing of rape kits and victim 
notifi cation (HB 49)
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SEN. TOM BEGICH 

Phone: (907) 269-0169 
Email: Sen.Tom.Begich@akleg.gov 

Web: AKSenateDems.com/senator-tom-begich/ 
         /SenatorTomBegich   

     @TomBegich

REP. GERAN TARR 
Phone: (907) 269-0144 

Email: Rep.Geran.Tarr@akleg.gov 
Web: AKHouse.org/rep_tarr 

      /RepresentativeGeranTarr   
     @RepGeranTarr

C ON S T I T U E N T M E E T I NG

Clark Middle School
150 Bragaw Street 

Anchorage, AK 99508 

Saturday, October 12
Noon - 2:00 pm

Join us at Clark Middle School for a constituent meeting!  
We love seeing all of our neighbors come together and 
discuss important issues. Lunch will be served.  

It will be a great opportunity to catch up, get your questions 
answered, and help us prioritize our legislation for this 
upcoming session.


